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Among the Thonga or Ronga of South-east Africa in time
of war " the whole clan is subjected to many taboos. Those
who remain at home must keep quiet. No noise must be
heard in the villages. The women must not close the doors
of the huts. It is taboo : their husbands might meet with
' bitterness ' (shibiti\ They might lack strength to run
away. Fires must be lit in the huts in the evening in order
that the warriors might ' have light ' where they are. It is
taboo to omit this precaution. Work in the fields must be
more or less suspended ; women may attend to it in the morn-
ing only, before the heat of the day, while the air is still fresh.
1 Then, if the warrior has stepped on a thorn, the thorn will
be cool; if he has knocked against a stump, the stump will
be quiet and not hurt him,' (Mboza). Old men who remain
at home must keep watch, and if they see a messenger coming
they follow him to the chief, Should he bring bad news,
they do not inform the women, as it is taboo to mourn over
warriors before the return of the army. A fine is imposed
upon those who contravene this law. It is taboo also to have
sexual relations as long as the army is on the warpath* This
would cause thorns to hurt the warriors, and they would be
defeated."l
Among the Khetran Baloch of Baluchistan in olden days
the women were strictly forbidden to grind corn on their
handmills when the men were out on a raid, because they
believed that the noise of the grinding would cause confusion
in the ranks of the raiders.2   Among the Dusuns of the
Tuaran and Tempassuk districts of British North Borneo,
" when their men are on the warpath their women must not
weave cloth or their husbands will be unable to escape from
the enemy, because they would become uncertain in which
direction to run.   In.the weaving of cloth the backwards and
forwards movement of the shuttle represents the uncertain
movements of a man running first to one side and then to
another, in order to escape from an enemy.   Women may not
eat from the winnowing basket; for the edges of it represent
mountains, over which their men would not be able to climb,
1 H. AJunod, The Life of a South         * Denys Bray, Ethnographic Sur-
African   Tribe   (London,   2nd   edit,     vey of Baluchistan (Bombay. 1013).
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